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Gas Flaring – Why Should It Stop?

• The CO2 emissions

• About 350 million tons annually

• Equivalent to about 77 million cars
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• The black carbon from flares…

• In and near the Arctic impacting the 
reflective power of the snow and ice 
cap

• The large volumes

• About 140 billion cubic meters annually

• Enough to produce 750 billion kWh power

• More than the entire power consumption 
on the African continent

…and health impacts when people 
live near flares
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Timely to Act – Climate Negotiations Ahead

4

• Here in Paris in December 2015

• CO2 emission reduction plans
• Under preparation by 

governments before the 
Conference of the Parties 
(COP21) to the UN 
Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC)

• Gas flaring – the “low-hanging fruit” 
in a global climate action plan

• Gas flaring reduction may be in 
contributions from oil-
producing nations



Who works on reducing flaring? Companies and governments in this audience

…and GGFR – the Global Gas Flaring Reduction Partnership
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Companies
• BP

• Chevron

• Eni

• ExxonMobil

• Kuwait Oil Company

• Pemex (Mexico)

• Qatar Petroleum

• Shell

• SNH (Cameroon)

• SOCAR (Azerbaijan)

• Sonatrach (Algeria)

• Statoil

• TOTAL

Countries/Governments
• Alberta (Canada)

• Republic of Congo

• France

• Gabon

• Indonesia

• Iraq

• Kazakhstan

• Khanty-Mansiysk (Russia)

• Mexico (SENER)

• Nigeria

• Norway

• USA

• Uzbekistan

• Yamal-Nenets AO (Russia)

Institutions, other
• EBRD
• European Commission
• World Bank
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http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=bGoAbjk_NW9hVM&tbnid=G4vQXjjryv04wM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.treehugger.com/clean-technology/turning-wasteful-gas-flares-into-useful-liquid-fuel.html&ei=vvjPUtOYBrSzsQSvyYCYDQ&bvm=bv.59026428,d.eW0&psig=AFQjCNGqC1VHrIZqHHr9VqohKzi9Kglq6g&ust=1389447732342639
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Satellite 
detection
of gas flares. 
Compilation 
for 2013
(VIIRS Satellite)
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Compilation 
for 2013
(VIIRS Satellite)



8
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detection
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Compilation 
for 2013
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Gas Flaring – how are we doing?
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Sources: BP, NOAA/GGFR

Global gas flaring 

(red) and oil 

production (green)



Who flares gas? – Top 20 countries
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Source: NOAA/GGFR



Will natural oil field depletion take care of the flaring problem? 
Not really
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Source: Energy Redefined

Global gas flaring: 2013-2030 
Estimate for existing oil fields only – assuming good oilfield depletion 

practice and no flare reduction intervention



Global Initiative Launched: “Zero Routine Flaring by 2030”
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Global Initiative: “Zero Routine Flaring by 2030”

• Oil companies to plan for zero routine flaring in new oil field developments

• Seek economic solution to end routine flaring at existing oil fields as soon as 
possible and no later than 2030
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• Governments to provide legal/regulatory/investment/operating environment 
conducive to upstream investments and energy infrastructure and market 
development. No flaring in new oil developments; end legacy flaring by 2030  

• Development institutions to facilitate cooperation and implementation –
and consider the use of financial instruments and other measures 

The essence
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Explore 
the 
website



Media Coverage: “Zero Routine Flaring by 2030” Initiative
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“Zero Routine Flaring by 2030” Initiative
Current endorsers (28)
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Countries:

• Angola

• Cameroon

• Republic of Congo

• France

• Gabon

• Kazakhstan

• Norway

• Peru

• Russian Federation

• Uzbekistan

Development Institutions:

• African Development Bank (AfDB)

• Asian Development Bank (ADB)

• European Bank for Reconstruction & Dev. (EBRD)

• Inter-American Development Bank (IDB)

• Islamic Development Bank (IsDB)

• United Nations Sustainable Energy for All (SE4ALL)

• World Bank

Companies:

• BG Group

• BP

• Eni

• Kuwait Oil Company

• Petroamazonas EP (Ecuador)

• Royal Dutch Shell

• Societé Nationale des Hydrocarbures (SNH – Cameroon) 

• Societé Nationale des Petroles du Congo (SNPC)

• State Oil Company of the Azerbaijan Republic (SOCAR)

• Statoil

• TOTAL



“Zero Routine Flaring by 2030” Initiative

The ambition:

– A new global industry standard
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Join us now
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Video (100 sec.): “Zero Routine Flaring by 2030”


